Infantile hepatic hemangioendothelioma with elevated serum alpha-fetoprotein.
Infantile hemangioendothelioma is the most common hepatic vascular tumor in infants less than 6 months of age, with a prevalence of 1%. Serum alpha-fetoprotein levels have been used as an important tumor marker for hepatoblastoma, hepatocellular carcinoma, and germ cell tumors. It is rarely elevated in hepatic hemangioendothelioma. The authors report an infant with a hepatic hemangioendothelioma associated with elevation of serum alpha-fetoprotein who was treated with corticosteroids. In young infants, a solitary hepatic mass and elevated serum AFP level may not always be associated with hepatoblastoma. Infantile hemangioendothelioma must be differentiated by MRI or other radiological techniques before performing invasive procedures.